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Remembering & Reconnecting 

June 2011  

This issue of Hospice Horizons is dedicated to the memory of the individuals in our 

care whose deaths occurred between May 1, 2010, and April 30, 2011, and to 

their families and caregivers. 

The 304 individuals we remember this year were between the ages of 41 and 

104.  They lived in the Carolina Foothills in the towns and crossroads of Polk 

County NC, and Spartanburg and Greenville Counties SC.  As we cared for them in 

their private homes, retirement homes, nursing and assisted living facilities, and 

our Hospice House, we were honored to catch glimpses of their unique and 

special lives in the stories they told us, and through the interactions of family and 

friends that we witnessed. 

On June 2, we invited families to join our 

staff for a potluck picnic for a special 

time of remembering, reconnecting and 

celebrating.  A quick late afternoon 

shower broke the heat and granted us a 

cool evening at the cabin at Harmon Field in Tryon.   

hƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ 

ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƎƻƴŜ ƻƴΦέ   

You matter because you 
are you, 
and you matter to the 
end of your life. 
We will do all we can 
not only to help you die 
peacefully, 
but also to live until you 
die.    

Cicely Saunders, 
Founder of the  

modern hospice  

Special issue 
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 !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇέΦ  Lǘ 

can mean different things in many different situations. When I 

ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΣ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

following: to surrender, to cease doing, to admit failure, and 

to stop trying. 

Sometimes hospice families tell us that their loved 

ones give up.  In a recent discussion with hospice colleagues, 

we talked about how hard it can be on families and staff 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ άƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǇΦέ  {ƻƳŜ 

folks say that their loved one just ran out of energy after 

putting in a hard fight. 

.ǳǘ LΩƳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΧ  ŘƻŜǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΚ  ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ 

ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ  IƻǎǇƛŎŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ƭƻǎǎŜǎΧ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƻŦ 

energy, independence, mobility, driving, decision-making, walking, and bodily functions, to 

name a few.  What if electing to surrender and give up at the end of life is actually one of the 

only decisions still available to the patient?  Is it possible that giving up is more of a letting go 

and finding peace?   Perhaps either consciously or subconsciously, patients at the end of life 

choose to stop fighting in order to find peace both for themselves and for their families.   

Maybe we can find comfort in imagining that in the face of insurmountable odds, our loved 

ones might still have a shred of autonomy at the end of their lives. 

!ƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƳƻǳǊƴ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǿŀȅΚ  !ǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ 

progressions take control of a loved one at the end of life.  As grievers after a death, we often 

find matters still out of our power--  unable to control our emotions and to function as we 

normally do.  But over time, we find that our choices can give us power during a time of grief.  

Perhaps we gradually and intentionally choose certain memories and images over others.  

tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ƻƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΧ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

feeling, no matter what the emotions are.  Perhaps we ease our self-expectations and allow 

ourselves to be a little unfocused and distracted for a time.  Perhaps we choose to be around a 

supportive community of family, friends, or grief professionals.  Perhaps we find ways to tell 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƛŜŦΦ 

In so doing, we can find power in taking care of ourselves during a tender time.  Just 

as the beloved patients who have gone before us, we can ultimately take back our own 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΦ aŀȅōŜ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƴŜǿ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƎǊƛŜŦΦ 

 
Shannon Slater, Bereavement Care Manager 
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The following are some suggestions about how you might choose to remember those you have loved: 

ğ Set aside a corner to place photos and objects that remind you of your loved one. 

ğ Plant a tree or a memorial garden. 

ğ Make a donation to a cause that your loved one believed in. 

ğ Put together a photo album that you can share with friends and family. 

ğ DŀǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜΦ 

ğ Write a letter to your loved one. 

ğ ²ǊŀǇ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǳǇ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎǿŜŀǘŜǊΦ 

ğ Give a special item that was treasured by your loved one to a family member, along with a story. 

ğ /ŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŘƛǎƘΣ ƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǇƻƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΦ 

ğ Invite friends and family together to share their memories and favorite stories of your loved one. 

ğ /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ōŀƎ ƻǊ ōƻȄ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΤ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΦ 

ğ aŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƛƭƭƻǿŎŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǘ-shirts for a giant comfort pillow. 

ğ Volunteer for a cause that was important to your loved one. 

 

Consider new traditions. Your life has changed significantly. If it's too painful to carry on with the same family traditions as 

before, give yourself permission to do things differently and to incorporate your loved one's memory into new traditions. Change 

things as you feel comfortable, knowing that you can always return to former traditions and will carry the memory of your loved 

one with you forever no matter how you choose to remember him or her.  

 

Blessing the Path of Remembrance  

How to Remember Those We Love  

  

The Path of Remembrance on the grounds of Hospice House of the 

Carolina Foothills is a permanent tribute to the memory and honor of 

those whose names are engraved on the bricks and pavers that form 

the path.  On June 8, we held a service of dedication to bless the 

path, and all those who seek peace in this place.  

 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all who made the dedication so 

beautiful, to everyone who has donated bricks and pavers, and to all 

who contributed to the beautiful perennial  

"Forget-Me-Not" Garden.  

  

Bricks and pavers are available throughout the year, 

and information can be obtained at the Hospice 

House (864.457.9100), from the Development Office 

(828.894.7000), and on the HoCF web site: hocf.org 

 
Left, members of the McIntosh Family at the Blessing of the Path 
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Celebrating the Love  

Demonstrated through the memories and photos in the pages that 

follow is the uniqueness of every individual and family served in the 

past year.  Thank you to the family members who provided 

photographs and/or memories of their loved ones, and to every 

single person and family we were privileged to know. 

Guy Beaumont 
1915-2010  Columbus, NC 
 
After 69 years of marriage to Guy, the 
words for me that most typify him were 
spoken by Winston Churchill during WWII:  
άbŜǾŜǊΣ ƴŜǾŜǊΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΗέ 

Eve Beaumont, wife 

Terry Devendorf   
1955 ς 2011    Boiling Springs SC   

 
Terry was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, son, brother, and 
friend, dedicated volunteer fireman 
and member of racing teams.  His 
love, dedication, and commitment 
to family and friends was never-
ending. He made friends wherever 
ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘΧ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
hearts and minds of all the people 
he touched in his lifetime.    

Pat Devendorf, wife 

Eugenia Carol McIntosh   
1932 ς 2011  Landrum SC 

 
Carol always loved adventure 
and travel. When she heard we 
were moving to Lima, Peru, she 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƭƛƴƪ ŀƴ ŜȅŜΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
children ages 5, 9 and 13, she 
started packing.  There were 
subsequent moves to 
Guadalajara, Mexico; Teheran, 
Iran; and Manila. The journey 
continued in our retirement to 
South Carolina in 1986, and 
then ended for her at the 
Hospice House of the Carolina 
Foothills on March 17, 2011τ
the most beautiful place in the 
world for her journey to end. 
She and I shared 62 wonderful 
years of marriage, and she left 
behind three children, seven 
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren.  

Paul McIntosh, husband 

Josie Sawyer   
1920 ς 2010 
 Magnolia Manor, Inman SC 
 
As my three brothers and I 
grew up, Mother always had 
time to listen and encourage. 
She took good care of us:  
washing, ironing, cooking, 
cleaning, tending chickens, 
pigs and cows, and cultivating 
beautiful vegetables and 
flower gardens, also finding 
the time to take us to Sunday 
School and Training Union 
while serving as a teacher 
herself. We read the Bible 
together and she prayed for 
us, calling out each of our 
ƴŀƳŜǎΦ  aȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
generosity extended beyond 
our household to the 
neighbors and her church 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
and other residents at the 
facility she went to live in.  

Elaine Huntley, daughter 
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I still miss those I loved who 
are no longer with me but I 
find I am grateful for having 
loved them. The gratitude 
has finally conquered the 
loss.     

Rita Mae Brown, author   

Celebrating the Love  

Estelle Thompson Corbett 
1949-2011   Easley, SC 

 
9ǎǘŜƭƭŜΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ 
and concern for others 
made her a pleasure to be 
around and earned her 
many friends... 

Emily Thompson,  
sister-in-law 

Calvin Staggs   
1926 ς 2011   Campobello SC 
 
Calvin and I first held hands 
on a Sunday School picnic at 
Harmon Field.  I was 13 and 
he was 16.  He was a 
wonderful man, and he loved 
me so much.  ςJean Staggs, 
wife  (P.S. According to HoCF 
staff, Jean and Calvin Staggs 
were married for 63 years 
and were only apart for a 
couple of weeks during those 
six+ decades.) 

Terry DiGiglia   
1953 ς 2010     Inman SC 

On October 11, 2010, I lost by 
best friend and husband.  I am 
so proud of how he handled his 
final journey with great dignity. 
I will forever miss his great 
smile that could light up a 
room no matter how grim the 
situation. His wit even until the 
very end helped us all face this 
fatal disease with him.  

Jackie DiGiglia, wife 

Daisy Champion 
1924 ς 2011   Columbus NC 

I have only wonderful things to say 
about my mama, Daisy Champion.  
She loved and sacrificed for her family 
all her life.  I feel blessed that God 
honored me with allowing her to be 
my mother.  Even as her pain and 
suffering increased, she remained 
sweet and loving.   

Brenda Lanford, daughter 

Lillian Green   
1917 ς 2011  

Autumn Care, Saluda NC 
She was a wonderful womanτloving, 
giving, jolly, a good cook, and 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΧ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
boss!   

Marvin Green, son 

We were so touched  to  see the 
support a husband and wife 
gave each other who were both 
losing their mothers as hospice 
ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΧ 

HoCF staff 
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George Sevier   
1916 ς 2010    Tryon  NC 

George was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather and friend. 
He did things for others that no one new 
about, including me. He was very good at 
keeping secrets.     

Mary Sevier, wife  

James Halbkat   
1934 �± 2010   Tryon NC 

¢ƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ά¢ŀŎƪέΩǎ 
family which was extremely important to him. He was an only child 
and over the years welcomed five children, seven grandsons and five 
granddaughters.  

Sandy Halbkat, wife 

Alma Greene   
1923 ς 2010      Inman SC 

9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿƘƻ ƪƴŜǿ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘŜǊΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
she passed away how much she was loved. And people came 
ǿƘƻ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ 
a baby who only saw her once a year when he brought her 
ǇŜŀŎƘŜǎΦ  {ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ƭŀŘȅέ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 
her.    

Lib Fowler, daughter 

Anna M. Cooper   
1911 ς 2010  Landrum SC 

 
She had a sense of humor that everyone enjoyed.  It 
was so good to see the smiles her care persons and 
friends carried as they went out our door.   

Ann Ewing, daughter 

Celebrating the Love  

LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
remember to love each day.  

HoCF Staff Member 


