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Jean Pearson, Volunteer Services Manager 
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Hospice Connections 
V O L U N T E E R  N E W S  F R O M  H O S P I C E  O F  T H E  C A R O L I N A  F O O T H I L L S  

Thank you for your service in 2011! 

I want you to know how much I appreciate each of you.  As of last week 

we have been working together for four months.  During these four 

months you have worked non-stop, fulfilling the many volunteer duties 

with Hospice of the Carolina Foothills.  Thank you!   

You might find it interesting to read some statistics concerning your 

volunteer services for the first three quarters in 2011.   The following is a breakdown of 

valuable time donated to Hospice from January1through October 31, 2011: 

ß Office Volunteers   4,999 hours 

ß Patient Companion Volunteers  3,099 hours 

ß Thrift Barn Volunteers  9,410 hours 

ß Bereavement Volunteers       98 hours 

ß Board Members      319 hours 

ß Number of Miles Driven        39,284 miles 

In addition, there have been thirty requests for 11th Hour Volunteers since May 2011 in the 

nursing facilities that Hospice of the Carolina Foothills serves.  Our volunteers filled twenty-

nine of these requests.  The hospice nurses express their deepest appreciation for all the 11th 

Hour relief you have provided.  Because you sit with 11th hour patients, the nurses are able to 

continue meeting the needs of other patients.  Again, we say thank you! 

I know, however, that our Patient Companion and 11th Hour Volunteers have been 

overworked.  Due to the growth of our hospice, the Patient Companion Volunteer staff must 

continue to increase.  Therefore, Jennifer and I promise to continue working toward 

recruiting, training, and assigning new volunteers as quickly as possible.  If you have friends 

who may be interested in volunteering, please ask them to call for more information:   

Jean Pearson at 828-894-2881 or Jennifer Thompson 864-457-9125. 

 

We hope you had a happy holiday season and will have a prosperous New Year! 

òThe last good thing that may happen in a personõs life  

is a hospice volunteeréó   

author unknown 

òIõve seen and met 

angels wearing the 

disguise of ordinary 

people living 

ordinary lives.ó 

Tracy Chapman 
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Mark Your Calendars 

January  
18th 10:00 ð 11:00 am NC and SC Volunteer Team Meeting, Hospice House 
23rd   8:30 ð 12:30 pm Volunteer Training, Hospice House 
24th   8:30 ð 12:30 pm Volunteer Training, Hospice House 
25th   8:30 ð 12:30 pm Volunteer Training, Hospice House 
26th   8:30 ð 12:30 pm Volunteer Training Hospice House 
 
February 
15th 10:00 ð 11:00 am NC and SC Volunteer Team Meeting, Hospice House 
29th 10:00 ð 11:00 am In-Service ð Annual Policies 
 
March 
6th 1:00 ð 5:00 pm  Volunteer Training, Columbus  
8th 1:00 ð 5:00 pm  Volunteer Training, Columbus  
13th 1:00 ð 5:00 pm  Volunteer Training, Columbus 
15th  1:00 ð 5:00 pm  Volunteer Training, Columbus 
21st  10:00 ð 11:00 am NC and SC Volunteer Team Meeting, Hospice House 

Jean Eckert, CEO 

The start of a new year is the perfect time to 

reflect on the previous one. This newsletter is 

filled with information about what you have 

accomplished for your hospice in the short span of 

a year. 

Although the time you give can be counted and measured, the 

care and compassion is immeasurable and continuous. It never 

stops, no matter the year, day, or time of day. And the people of 

our communities depend on Hospice of the Carolina Foothills to 

be there when they need us. It is, and you are.  

You rely on someone else to count and measure for you because 

that is not what motivates you. You are motivated by the 

difference you make, by the friends and wisdom you gain, and by 

the true need you fill. 

So, while it is impressive to compile the data, count the miles, 

tally the hours and the visits, it is extraordinary that once the ball 

drops and the decorations are put away you are already logging 

more hours, more miles and more visits.  

Take a moment to reflect on the hours spent in service to your 

friends and neighbors. Then please accept deep gratitude for what 

you have given and what you continue to give. 

 

Happy New Year! 
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Website:  www.hocf.org 
 

Jean Pearson 

Newsletter Editor 

Diane Nelson, 

Development 

As I reflect on the 
past year, I am 
awe-struck by the 
commitment of 
all who are 

involved with our volunteer 
program, at every level, at 
every job, at every 
turn.  Your sincere 
dedication is 
amazing.  Your imagination 
is exciting.  Your donation 
of time, treasure and talent 
is inspiring.  Your work has 
borne much fruit éand for 
that, we all are truly 
grateful since our work is 
incomplete without you.   I 
look, with anticipation, at 
the coming year and thank 
you in advance for the 
amazing things to be 
accomplished at your 
handséHappy New Year! 

http://www.hocf.org/
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The volunteers at the Hospice House are so wonderful.  It is a pleasure to get 

up and come to work everyday.  Our greeters not only greet people with 

warm welcoming smiles but they also stuff envelopes, fold boxes, attach la-

bels, remake notebooks or do whatever needs doing the day they are here.  

Many of our greeters are also patient companions and spend time sitting with 

patients during their shifts.  Our patient companion volunteers are also fabu-

lously flexible.  They deliver quilts and afghans, goodie baskets and menus.  They spend hours sitting 

with patients reading, watching TV, singing, and generally keeping them company.  Theyõve been called 

on to drive patients to their homes, pick up items for patients - like newspapers or magazines - and make 

special trips to McDonalds.  The Hospice House has volunteers who plant flowers, paint outdoor struc-

tures and put up Christmas decorations.  They prepare the night time meal for patients, divide and deliv-

er wish list items, restock the refrigerators, put together admission books, make phone calls and run to a 

nearby store to pick up light bulbs.  I work with groups of outstanding volunteers who bake yummy 

treats, assist with all aspects of mailings, walk in Christmas parades and work at booths in festivals.  I 

canõt thank all of these folks enough.  My chest swells with pride when I think of all the hard work and 

dedication of these volunteers in the past year. 

Even with this marvelous group, 2012 brings still more opportunities for volunteers.  I need helpers for 

Monday and Friday night dinner preparation, patient  companions to be on call and to sit with patients in 

the evenings, gardeners to plant flowers,  people to assist patients with eating, bakers to bake desserts, 

and 11th hour volunteers so no one has to die alone.  

Please ask your friends, family, neighbors, and church members if they want to volunteer.  We need you 

and we need them.   

Thank you again for all you do!   

Please contact Jennifer Thompson at 864-457-9125, jthompson@hocf.org, 

or Jean Pearson at 828-894-2881, jpearson@hocf.org.  

Sales in December 
have been among the 
highest ever at the 
Thrift Barn.  We 
couldnõt have done it 
without the help of 

our hardworking and dedicated volun-
teers.  Thanks to all of you who have 
come in extra days, stayed longer or 
jumped in to cover for us during this 
busy time.  We are looking forward to 
more record breaking months in 2012 
and will be having volunteer orienta-
tion on a weekly basis.  If you know 
anyone that is interested, call Tracey at 
864-457-7348.   Keep up with our 
special sales and unique donated items 
by following us on FaceBook!   

Jennifer Thompson, Hospice House 

Tracey Brannon,   
The HoCF Thrift Barn 

Invite your 

community 

organizations to 

meet at our  

Hospice House! 

WINTER 2012 

Acts Retirement Life Communities,  
    Tryon Estates, Columbus, NC 
J. M. Smith Corporation, Spartanburg , SC 
Link Medical, Columbus, NC 
Allstate Foundation (& Mr. Rockie Bull,  
     Independent Owner/Agent), Inman SC 
Bank of America, Tryon, NC 
Main Street Financial Group, Tryon, NC 
Millard & Company, Tryon, NC 
Tryon Federal Bank, Columbus & Tryon, NC  
Wells Fargo Company, Landrum, SC   
Giardini Pasta & Catering, Columbus, NC 
Costco in Spartanburg, SC 
Diamond Jewelers, Spartanburg, SC  
Foothills Amish Furniture, Landrum, SC  

The Home Depot at Dorman Centre 
     Spartanburg & Greer Store  
Sundance, a catalog company in Utah 
Electrolock, Duncan, SC 
Greenspace Outdoor Construction,  
     Campobello, SC 
Hensonsõ Inc., Landrum, SC 
Kenõs, Inc. Building Supplies,  
    Spartanburg, SC  
Mohawk Carpet Foundation, Landrum, SC 
Shehan Grading, Mill Spring, NC   
The Blue Ridge School of Equestrian Arts,                  

Campobello, SC 

Thank you to the following businesses for their generous support of 

Hospice of the Carolina Foothills  

and the patients and families we serve: 

mailto:jthompson@hocf.org
mailto:jpearson@hocf.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hospice-of-the-Carolina-Foothills/164475698316
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In Loving Memory of Calvin Carson, Hospice Volunteer, a Good Man and a Friend to All 

(August 11, 1950 ï December 20, 2011) 

Sometimes on the journey of life, an extraordinary person comes along 
who has a natural talent for loving and helping others.  They never 
meet a stranger and look for the good in all mankind.  This is a perfect 
description of Calvin Carson.   
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, òYou cannot do a kindness too soon, 
for you never know how soon it will be too late.ó  Calvin never waited 
to do a kindness.  He was never late in helping those he loved or those 
who needed a friend. 
 
Frances Moore, a fellow volunteer, shared the following memories.  
Frances told of how when her daughter became ill Calvin took over her route for delivering hospice supplies to 
patients.  She said he was a man who paid forward.  He did kindness for others without expecting in return.  Then, 
when Calvin became sick, Frances took over helping him. She would drive him to appointments and was there for him 
when he needed her most.  
 
Yvonne Gilliam, former Volunteer Services Manager with HoCF, said the following about her experiences with 
Calvin:  

Calvin Carson was a wonderful, caring and generous man who gave of his time to help others.  As a 
hospice volunteer, Calvin loved the patients that he visited and in turn, they loved him.  He was 
always giving ð during the fall, he gave apples and when it was strawberry season, he made pies.  He 
always put others first before thinking of himself.  Calvin served as an 11th hour volunteer by sitting 
with the patients and holding their hands while providing emotional support to families. Calvin loved 
hospice and did everything he could to help such as delivering supplies to the patients and 
participating in the many mailings throughout the year.  I could go on as Calvin was an exemplary 
volunteer who gave his time to enrich the lives of others.  Even though Calvin is no longer physically 
with us, his memories and generosity will be cherished forever. 
 

Jennifer Thompson, Volunteer Coordinator of the Hospice House, stated, òCalvin was the model volunteer.  Even 
when he was having trouble breathing, due to his illness, he was still coming in to volunteer.  He wanted to do what he 
could for patients and their families.  He will be missed by all of us at Hospice.ó 
 
Marie Butler, long time office and patient care volunteer, wrote: 
  

An ordinary man?  No Way!!!! Calvin Carson epitomized goodness, 
kindness, giving and loving.  I had the blessing of getting to know 
this special man as the two of us travelled to and from doctorõs 
appointments in Spartanburg for nine months ð not enough time 
together.  We shared many stories of our lives, childhood, families, 
hopes and love of others.  Calvin told me that he had always tried to 
be a good man.  Not only did he reach his goal, but he will always 
be a lasting memory to those who knew and loved him.  Calvin was 
truly more than just a good man.  He was an extraordinary person, 
who looked for the good in all mankind, as he loved and helped others. 
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Happy New Year? 
By Jeri Lynn Platt 

Submitted by Shannon Slater, Bereavement Services Manager 

Thatõs right--  itõs the new year again, and with it comes much emotion for everyone.  For those who grieve, the New Year brings a 
whole new set of emotions that donõt always bring hope for the future or warm fuzzy new beginnings.  For the grieving, it usually 
involves a whole lot of òOhhhhh, another year of pain and missing the one I love that is not here anymoreó. 

What many people who grieve do not know is that this year can be different.  This could be the year that we feel renewal and new hope 
for the future.  Our emotions are based on views and perceptions.  Our inner vocabulary rules the way in which we feel from day to 
day, and whether or not we heal from grief. 

This may sound overly simplistic, but it is absolutely true.  If we use words such as devastated, destroyed, or tragic, then we surely 
see our situation as such.  If we tend to see things in general as negative, we will have more difficulty in moving forward out of grief.   

If we are able to let go for a moment and try a new approach, we may find it possible to begin healing. 

It is as simple as this: When I wake up in the morning, I do not allow myself to think, òOh, not another day in hell I am living without 

my daughteró.  I wake up and think, òThank you (higher power) for this sunrise, for my beautiful boys, for this incredible man who 
loves me, for my loving home, for my ability to love, and to laugh hysterically.ó  I also keep in mind the fabulous gifts that have come 
as a result of the tragedies in my past.  I am not a pro at it, and it doesnõt work every time.  I still have my moments, but they are just 
that- moments- not days, weeks, months, or years. 

Being positive and changing our inner vocabulary takes practice, but it is possible. 

The question to ask yourself is this- and it must be answered honestly: òAm I truly ready to begin healing, and am I ready to do 
whatever it takes?ó 

If you can answer òYesó to this question, maybe you are ready to take the next step. 

Jeri Lynn Platt is the founder of Shining Light Grief Support. She can be reached at  jeri@myshininglight.com.  
Please visit http://www.myshininglight.com 

 

Pictured, from left to right, are Cam Lawrence, William 

Boyd, and Ken Johnston.  Boyd and Johnston are 

participating in a class taught by Lawrence on how to 

safely feed Hospice patients.  This class originated with the 

purpose of developing a group of experienced and 

confident volunteers who are able to assist with feeding 

patients in facilities served by Hospice.  The program is 

such a success that it is now being expanded to include 

patients in the Hospice House.  

The training is fun and a great learning experience.  At one 

point you become the patient who is totally dependent on 

the other person to feed and care for you.   Then, you 

become the feeder who is concerned with the comfort and 

care of the patient.  Ms. Lawrence guides and teaches 

during the entire process.  Upon completion the volunteer has acquired practical and useful new skills as well as a deeper 

appreciation for those who benefit from the skills. 

At present we have three volunteers who assist with mealtimes.  If you are interested in becoming involved in 

this program, please call Jean Pearson 894-2881 or Jennifer Thompson 475-9125 to sign-up for a class in 2012.   

  

Safe Feeding Training  

mailto:jeri@myshininglight.com
http://www.myshininglight.com
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Volunteers and staff 

enjoying one 

another and kicking 

off the holiday 

season at the 

Annual Breakfast! 


